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CAIA O BOCCTABLLEM
U3 NEMJIA



Iocsawaemces Muxaury (Moue) OkyHesy —
YeA0BeKYy HeOObIKHOBEHHO CHOUKOCU U MYMECMBA,
4bs cCYyObOA CAOMUAACH B MAUHCIMBEHHYI CA2Y,
BO3BDLLULEHHYIO U NOYHUMEAbHY IO,

KaK U BCAKAS HenpubpaHHas npasoda,

cmasuas Ae2eHooll. ..



NPEAUCITIOBUE ABTOPA — ANDANTE SOSTENUTO

VHTepec K UCTOPUU IIPEAKOB, OlIyllleHue ce6s 3BeHOM OecKo-
HEYHOH IIelu, yXozsAleil B 6e3M0HHbIN KOJIOZel] ITPOLUIOTO, PHU-
IIJTM KO MHE TI03HO, VK€ B SMUTPAI[HH.

B MosoZiocTH JIFOAM BOOOINE PEAKO WHTEPECYIOTCS CBOUMU
npeakamu. O3aZayeHHOCTh HACTOALINM, 03ab0YeHHOCTH Oyay-
muM, yaeba, paboTta, Kapbepa, KeHIIUHEL, CEMbs, IeTH — BCe 3TO
OCTaB/IsIeT Majio BO3MOXKHOCTEH OOpaTUTh BAYMYUBBLIN B3IVIAZ
B MIPOIIUIOE, a ABY/IMKHeE SHYChI, CTIOCOOHBIE CMOTPETh Has3aj v Ofi-
HOBPEMEHHO MJTH BII€Pe]], BCTPEYAIOTCs HEYacTo. ..

YV xxuBIuX B 6piBIIeM CoBeTckOoM COI03€e CyIeCTBOBAH JOIOJI-
HUTeJNbHbIE TIPUYUHBI N30eraTh Ype3MepHOro MHTepeca K CBOUM
npezsiKkam, ubo MoZ06HOe JIIOOOBITCTBO OBLIO YPEBATO OOTHITUMU
HEMPUATHOCTIMU — HEHAPOKOM MOIJVIO BBIICHUTBCS, YTO KTO-TO
13 MPEAKOB UMEJT «<HEeTIPOJIeTapCKOe IIPOUCXOXKAeHUEe» WK, He Aai
6or, IyXOBHOE 3BaHUE, a TO — U CPEJU «BPArOB Hapoa» MpeObIBall.
COKpBITHE HEIIPOJIETapCKOTO IIPOUCXOKAECHUA TIPEAKOB WIN UX pe-
JINTUO3HO-KY/IbTOBBIX 3aHATHI MOIVIO IIOBJ€Yh CHavala HCKJIIO-
YeHHe W3 KOMITAPTHUH, a 3aTEM yBOJbHEHHE ¢ pabOThIl— 3TO ellle
B JIy4llieM ciaydae. HeziapoM, JUIb TOKUHYB Poccrio, MHOTHE YKe
B BeChMa 3peJIoM BO3PacCTe I0/ICETN K KOMIIbIOTEPY 1 HaIMCaIK UC-
TOPHUIO CBOUX TPEAKOB, OTBICKAIN KOPHHU CBOETO CEMEMHOro ape-
Ba, paccKasajlu IeTsM 06 ux mparnpababylikax u mparnpazenyIKax
U3 PYCCKUX, ITOJbCKUX, TUTOBCKUX, YKPAUHCKUX U 6€JI0PYCCKUX rO-
POZIOB 1 MECTEUEK. ..

Ko MHe IMYHO Heo0JIMMOE JKeJIaHue OTHICKATh CBOU CeMEMHbIe
KOPHU U paccKasaTh O HUX JeTAM U BHYKaM IIPUIIUIO TIOCIe CMep-
TH MaMbl, KOT/Z]a 3a CIIMHOMN CTYCTHIACh XOJIOAHAS MyCTOTa BEYHO-
cTu. PaboTy aTy CWIBHO YCKOpWIa HEOXKUJaHHAas 00/Ie3Hb, STaKU
«3BOHOYEK TPEBOXKHBII» — MOJI, Te6e JaeTcs MOCAeJHUN IAHC CO-
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tOPui1 OKYHEB * CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNA

XPaHUTB JJ11 IOTOMKOB HCTOPHIO CEMbH Y BEI3BOJIUTD U3 HEOBITUSA
06pasbl TIPEZIKOB — €CJIU HE ThI, TO KTO 3TO C/IeNaeT?

JlOTIOJTHUTETPHBIM CTUMYJIOM K TIyOWMHHBIM PacKOIKaM II0-
CJIY’KWJIO BHE3AITHOE O3apeHHe: U3 YYZIOM YIeNEBIINX HEBHATHBIX
OOPBIBKOB CTapbiX BOCIOMUHAHWM, U3 TONYCTEPTHIX HA/IUCEH
Ha TTOXKeNTeBImUX poTorpadusax, Ha TOPU3OHTE CEMEMHOTO BHU7e-
HUs HaPUCOBAJIVCH /IBE BOMCTUHY BhIJAIOIINECs, 3HAKOBBIE QUTY-
DBl — MOU TIPaZie/ibl o OTIIOBCKO ivHuYU Mosiiie OKyHeB u JlaBuj
fIko6coH. Mogire OKyHeB, oTel] Moero Aeayiuku Mcaaka OKyHeBa,
OBUT U3BECTHBIM PE3HUKOM ropo/ia Besmirka v OKpeCTHBIX MeCcTeuek
BO BpeMeHa T0cJIe MOTPSICIIEro BCko POCCHio 3HAMEHUTOT0 Bennx-
CKOTO /leJla— KPOBABOI'0 HaBeTa O PUTYAJbHOM YOUMCTBE BEJIK-
CKUMU €BpesIMU XPUCTUAHCKOT'O MajlbuMKa. JlaBuz SIKO6COH, OTel]
Moeit 6abyurku Pavichl OKyHEBOM, CIY)XWI paBBUHOM B JIro6aBu-
Yax — BCEMHUPHO U3BECTHOM IIeHTpe JII06aBUUCKON BETBU XacCH-
mmsMa, poauHe Xabaga (Pomo 1). laBu TOTYyIHIT 3TO BEICOKOE Ha-
3HaueHue B 1882 rozy u3s pyk camor6 YerBeproro JI06aBUUCKOTO
pebe — BemKoro 1azuKa-mpaBegHuka Camywia [llHeepcoHa, u3-
BECTHOTO B ucTopuu Xabaza nog nmeneMm Maxaprii. Omyckaro Bce
MIEPUTIETUY MOUX [TOUCKOB, TPUBEAIINX K ITUM CEMENHBIM OTKPHI-
THUAM, U100 TEMa 3TOTO TOBECTBOBAHUSA COBCEM JIpyTas.

3mech s1 XoTes ObI paccKa3aTh YAUBUTEIbHYIO CEMEMHYIO cary —
HUCTOPUIO 00 NCYE3HOBEHUH B OT'He XO0JIOKOCTA I1eJI0M BETBU CEMET-
Horo speBa OKyHeBbIX, KOTOpas, TeEM He MeHee, CJIOBHO CKa304YHasd
nruia eHuKe, BO3POAWIAC U3 TIellia 1, 0OHOBJIEHHAs, paciiBeia
B V3pamie u Amepuke. fzpom Hamiel caru fABjsAeTcA MOAJIUHHOE
qyZ0 — HEBEPOATHOE OOHApy)XeHUe, Ka3ajaoch OBbI, HaBcerjga Mc-
Ye3HyBIIlel ceMelHOM BeTBU OsiaroZiaps OAHON KHWKHOM ITy6Iu-
KalWHu...

B sT0l HcTOpHY /iBa IVIABHBIX T'eposl.

[lepBBIM ABIAETCS MOM TpOIOPOAHBIH GpaT Muxawn (Moiie)
OKyHeB, cHayaja CTUHYBIIUM BMECTe CO BCEH CeMbeH TIze-TO
B OKPECTHOCTAX IOJIbCKO-TUTOBCKOI'O ropoja BuibHO Bo BpeMeHa
KpOBaBOTO pa3jioMa BTopoit MUpOBOiI BOWHBI, a 3aTeM, Yepes MoJI-
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fOPni1 OKYHEB ¢ CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNIA

CTOJIETHs, BHE3ATHO BO3HUKIIINI B aMEPUKAaHCKOM ropojie YuKaro
BO I1aBe OOJIBIION HOBOM CEMbH.

BTophiM repoeM Haieil TOBECTH ABISETCS... KHUra «[luchma
6n3KuM U3 XX BeKa», 6y1arofiaps KOTOPOU MePBBIH repoii 6bLT 06-
Hapy»XeH caMbiM GpaHTaCTUYECKUM 06pa30M — CJIOBHO «Ha KOHYH-
Ke mepa» ObLIO0 HAWAEHO OZHO U3 [ECATU KOJEH U3PAWIEBBIX, UC-
Ye3HYBIINX, Ka3aJ0Ch ObI, HABCET/a. ..

Posib BaIllero MOKOPHOTO CJIYTU — aBTOPA 3TON JOKYMEHTAb-
HOM TIOBeCTH, ObLIa JOCTATOYHO CKPOMHOMN — CBECTH BMECTE JIBYX
O3HaYEHHBIX BBIIIE ITIABHBIX T€POEB. ..
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Jlom Haxosnes, scmasail, udem!
Hcaiia — 6ubaeiickuii npopok

U scman Hapod Hakos.nies, ucceueHHblll U OKpo-
8aBJleHHbLll, 3abumblii HACMepmMb U pacnamwlil,
80CKpec U 80CCMan... M3moncoeHHbIM ducmpodu-
KoM evlpsasics u3 Bapwasckozo zemmo, Hedobu-
moii degoukoill 8binos3 u3 nod mpynos Babbezo
Apa, nocedeswlum OHOWeU 8blULEN U3 JTUMOBCKUX
U 6es10pyccKUX J1ecos.

Boccman Hapod Haxoenes u nowen! Copsan
C cebsi Kpogasvle cMpynbs, CMPAXHYJL nenea Kpe-
mamopuesg u nowtes, umobvl ¢ camozo 8blCOK020
Mecma Ha 3emne—u3 Hepycanuma—scHO U He-
NPEKNOHHO Y8edOMUMb 8CEMUPHYI0 1000¢PH0OCKYI0
yepHb: «Hukozda 6onvwe! Hukozda u HUKOMY
He 10380110 yousams espetickux oemeti!»

FO. OxyHes. «Ocb 8cemMupHOil ucmopuu»

JINTBA, PYOHUHKAMUCKAS MYLUA.
BECHA 1944 TOOA

BecHoti 1944 roga T'enitab KpacHoit ApMUHM Havasl MOATOTOB-

Ky TUTaHTCKOI BOEHHOH ollepaniuu «barpaTroH» 1o pasrpoMy He-

MeILIKOH IpymnIibl apMuii «L[eHTp» U 0cBOGOXKAEHUIO OT HaIINCTOB

Benopyccun u JIMTBBL. 3HaUUTEIbHAA POJIb B 3TOU OIlepaliii OTBO-

AWIacCb MHOT'OYMC/IE€HHBIM IIapTHU3aHCKUMM OTpAAaM, ﬂeﬁCTBOBaB-

MM [TyOOKO B THUTY BPa’KECKUX apMHUIi. B Mae Toro roza B ofHOM

u3 cBook CoBUHGOPMOIOPO Ccpelu Apyrux HOBOCTEHN ¢ GPOHTOB
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fOPni1 OKYHEB ¢ CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNIA

COO6IJ.[aJIOCI:> 06 YHUYTOXEHWUU JJUTOBCKMMU IMapTH3aHaAMUW HEMEII-
KOI'0 KOHBOA C ITPOJOBOJILCTBUEM BO/IM3HM BuibHIOCA. . .

* %%

B ToM rozy 3uMa 3aTsHyJIach, ¥ TEIUIO BECEHHETO COJTHIIA C TPY-
ZIOM TIpPOGMBAIOCh CKBO3b XMypoe HebO B I'YCTHIE JieCHBIE ebpu
PyaHuHKaWCKON MyIH, 4TO MeXAy BuurbHiocoMm u Jlugou. Houb
BBIJIaJIach XOJIOZHAs, C TIO3EMKOM, U /IeKYPHBIN B CTaApOM OBYUH-
HOM TYJIyTIE TIOAGPOCHI HECKOJIBKO TOJICTBIX CYXUX BETOK B KOCTEP.
[1amsi B3METHY/IOCh, BBIXBAaTHUB W3 ThMbI KOHTYPBI COCEH, OKDY-
JKaBIIUX IOJIHY, U Y)Ke TIOATasABIINE CHEXXHbIE CyTPOObI, OTOABU-
HYTBIE OT BXO/la B CKOJIOUEHHBIN U3 CTBOJIOB IepeBheB b6apak. TeM-
HOTA HOYM pacceeTcs ellle HeCKOPO, HO B KOTeJIKaX, I0//BEeIIeHHBIX
K TepeKJIaZIiHe HaJl KOCTPOM, YK€ ITOYTH T'OTOB 3aBTPaK — MSICO
¢ kapromkoi. KomaHzaup oTpsAza mpukasaa NPUTOTOBUTH IIO-
6OoJIbIlE €Ibl — BCE, YTO YAATIOCh MOJIYYUTh U3 OJIU3KUX JepeBeHeK
U JIECHBIX XyTOPOB. BOHIIBI TOCKYIOT 10 XJ1e6y, HO xyeba y KpecThb-
STH HET U TIeYb ero HeTZle, HO KapTodeib ecTh, a8 MHOTAA, KaK B TOT
JeHb, — U MSCO...

Moiie mpocHyscA—ero cocef 1o Hapam /JlaBuj ToJKajcd
1 MOHOTOHHO THUXO IIOABBIBaJI: «[logbeM...MoABEM...» Moozable
MY>KUYMHBI ¥ )KeHIITUHBI JIeXKaJH, TPUKABIIUCH APYT K APYTY, YTO-
OBl He 3aMeP3HYTh, Ha CIJIONTHBIX ePEBIHHBIX HapaX, ABYMS psi-
JaMU TIPOTAHYBIIUXCS BJAOJb BCEro 6apaka C y3KUM IIPOXOZOM
MeXXAy HUMH. Haps! ObITN YCTIaHbI B HECKOJIBKO CI0EB MATKUMU
COCHOBBIMH BETKaMU, a Ha HUX — CTapble MaJbTO, KyPTKU, TYJIy-
IIBI ¥ BATHUKU, BCE, YTO Y KOT'O OBbLJIO, YTOOBI TIOACTETUTD O ceOs
U YKPBIThCA. Tpu ZiecATKa irofielt TOAHUMAaIUCh B KPOMEITHOU
TeMHOTe HOUYM. OHU y’Ke TIPUBBIKJIH K )KU3HU B IVIYXOM JIECY, OHU
3HAJIU, YTO ITO UX €ANHCTBEHHBIN MIAHC CIACTUCh... OHU 6e3po-
MTOTHO TIOJJHUMAJIUCh C Hap, O/leBaJIUCh HAOIYIIb B TEMHOTE, TIe-
peKuJbIBaINCh Gpa3aMu Ha UJUIIE U PYCCKOM, TOBOPHJIM THUXO,
CJIOBHO TOJYEepPKHBasg OTBETCTBEHHOCTb U Jia)Ke TOPXKECTBEH-
HOCTh MOMEHTA — BCe 3HaJIM, YTO BCKOpe UM IIpUJETCS YUTH Ja-
JIEKO B JIEC, YTO BCKOpe 6yaeT 6Oii. ..
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tOPui1 OKYHEB * CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNA

Moiire BriGeskan u3 6apaka, ObICTPO pacTep JUIO, TPYAb U 6oKa
BJIQKHBIM CHET'OM, TOTOM, BEPHYBIIIKCh, HATAHYJ Ha cebs ZBe py-
Galky — BCe, YTO y HETO OBbUIM, a CBEPXY Ha/esl MabTo, CIIUTOE
M3 OCTAaTKOB CTapod CONZATCKOM IIWHENU, MOAIMOSCAT €r0 PeM-
HeM, 3aCyHyJI [IaNKy-yIIaHKy B pyKaB. Bxoj B 6apak y»e OTKPBLIH,
U B 0TOJIECKAaX KOCTPa OH CKOPO OTHICKAJ CBOIO MUCKY U JIePEBSH-
HYIO JIOXKKY, BRIDE3aHHYIO U3 PACIIHIa COCHBI.

Komanzaup otpsiza A66a KoBHep cujiesl Ha CTBOJIE CIIHJIEHHO-
ro JiepeBa W TEPIIENUBO KAaJ, KOT/a JIOAY, OKPYKUBIIHE KOCTEP,
3aKOHYAT eZy... DTH JIIOJU — er0 eBPEeUCKUI OTpsZ, HaKOHEI-TO
MpU3HAHHBIA KoMaHfoBaHueM KpacHoil ApMuu zAelCTBYIOIIUM
MapTU3aHCKUM MoApaszenienrieM. [[pr3HaHue TIPUIILIO HECKOIBKO
HeJZleJTb Ha3a/l, KorZja COBETCKUH caMoJIeT cOPOCHUT UM Ha Mapario-
Te paIrio 1 opyxxue. Bosbiie monyroza A66a ZieficTBOBaI Ha CBOM
CTpax W PUCK, TOAOUPAI B IIYXUX JUTOBCKUX JIeCaX U3MYYE€HHBIX
CKUTAHUAMHU O€ITIeNoB M3 €BPelCKUX T'eTTO, Z0OBIBAJI UM ITHIILY,
MpPUCTParBal Ha IIyXUX XyTOpax JieTel, 60JbHBIX U HEMOIIHBIX,
paspyliaj BpaXkecKrie KOMMYHUKAI[UH, Hallaal Ha HeEMEeIKHe Ma-
TPY/IM ¥ MECTHBIX IosnijaeB. OueHb TPYAHO ObLIO MOA/EP’KUBATh
GanaHc Mexay 60eCrIoCOOHOCTHIO OTPsAa ¥ MUTIOCEPAUEM K AETAM
¥ CTapuKaM, HO CaMbIM TPYAHBIM OBLIO HAMTHU CPEAU MECTHOTO
CEJTbCKOTO HaceJIeHWs TeX, KTO He BBIJACT eBpeeB IeCTanoBIaAM
U nouiasam, — A66a HaydwIcs JeaTh 3T0. Terepb OTPS/ MOTYYUI
0 palyy MPUKa3 KOMaHO0BaHUA: PETYIAPHO YHUITOKATh HEMEII-
KHe KOHBOM C IPOZOBOJILCTBHUEM, JABIDKYyIIMeca K GppoHTy. A6Ga
BBIOpa /Il MEPBOU ONepanuu JIECHYIO JOPOry MeXAy BuibHO
u JInzioii, Mo KOTOPOY HEMIIbI IepelpaBJIAIn CONJAT U IPOJOBOJIb-
cTBUE Ha GPOHT. B TeyeHMe IByX HEZIENb €r0 Pa3BeAYNKHU CIIEIVIN
3a JIBIDKEHUEM KOHBOEB— OHU JIOHEC/H, YTO JBAXK/bI B HEZETIO
Ha paccBeTe TPAHCIIOPT C MPOAOBOIBCTBUEM TIPOXOAUT IO ZIOPOTe
B COTIPOBOXK/IEHNY OPOHETEXHUKH U OXPAHbI YUCJIIEHHOCTBIO /IO TI0-
JIYPOTHI.

Motiie TI0€J CO BCEMU, TPOBEPUJI BUHTOBKY U BCTaJI B HEPOBHYIO
JIMHUIO OOMIIOB psAZioM co cBouM zpyroMm JlaBuzom. A66a KoBHep
MEPEYNCIINT TI0 UMeHaM yYaCTHUKOB peiiga. OH ObUT KPaTOK:
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fOPni1 OKYHEB ¢ CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNIA

«Hama 3azjaya — YHHUYTOXUTb HEMEIKUI KOHBOW, COMPOBO-
JKIAtoi 0603 ¢ IPOZOBONLCTBUEM, U 3aXBaTUTh 0003; 3TOT 60
OyZeT MpOBepKOU Hallel crocobHOCTH K 60phbe ¢ Bparom U Ha-
IIeli TOTOBHOCTH ITO//IepXKaTh HacTyuleHne KpacHoit ApMun, Ko-
TOpast IpUcIasa HaM OpyXKe U 60eTpUIachl».

KomaHzaup crosin mepes OGOWMIIAaMU C HEMOKPHITONM T'OJIOBOH,
Y €ro JINIO U T'YCThle C paHHEN CeJMHOM BOJIOCH MEPETUBAJIHCH
6IMKaMU OT HEPOBHOT'O CBeTa KocTpa. Moiile Ka3anoch, 4To A66a
ITOXO’K Ha DUHINTEHA, Ha CKOPOHOT0 DUHIITE}HA, C TOPEYbIO CMO-
TPAIIEro Ha pa3BaJIMBAIOIYIOCI TADMOHHUIO MUPa. B TyuncThIx m1a-
3ax AGOBI CJIOBHO OKaMeHEeNU CTpalaHye U HEHAaBUCTh. Bce 3HaMu
KCTOKH U 3TOTO CTPAJaHuUsA, U 3TOHU HEHABUCTH. ..

A66a KoBHep ObLT U3BECTHBIM B BUJIBHO JTH/IEPOM MOJIOZEKHOM
CHOHUCTCKOM opraHusaiuu Xa-momep Xa-maup. [loTom, korga
MIPUIIUTH HEMIIBI, OH CO3JaJl TIOAOIBHYIO OPraHU3aIIui0 COIIPOTUB-
JleHus B ButbHIOCCKOM reTTO. AGGa He kejian O6bITh pabom, A66a
OBUT TIO9TOM, €r0 Jep3KHe CI0Ba ObUIM MOZOOHBI MyKeCTBEHHOMY
MIPU3BIBY IPEBHETO UY/IEHCKOTO BOMHA Djla3apa K 3allUTHUKAM Kpe-
nocty Macaa nepe/; HoC/IeIHUM IITYPMOM PUMCKUX JIETHOHEPOB:

«Hac He nosedym, xax osey, Ha 60UH0!

Espelickas monodexn, He dasali coumb cebs ¢ nymu.
H3 80000 espees BunbHioca, numoscko2o Hepycanuma,
ocmanoch sceeo 20000. Ha Hawux 2na3ax OmMHANU HAWUX
podumenetl, Hawux bpambes u cecmep. [0e comHu nio-
Oetl, Komopbix 3a6panu Ha pabomy AUMOBCKUE «XANYHbI»?
I'0e pazdempble 002011a XeHUWUHBL U 0emu, KOmopblX yBenu
B CMPAWHMY0 «HOUb nposoKayuux» ? I'oe espeu, Komopbix yse-
nu 8 CyoHbiil [Jenv? ['0e Hawu 6pambs u3 Bmopozo eemmo?
Bce, 020 yBe3nu u3 eemmo, Huko2da 6osblle He BepHYmM-
ca. Bce dopoeu I'ecmano genu 8 IloHapsl. A [IoHapsl — 3mo
cmepmp!

ComHesarwwueca! Hsbasbsmecy om wuwnosuill! Bawu
demu, Bawu MyXbs U XeHbl no2ubau. IIoHapsl — 3mMo He na-
2epb. Hx scex younu mam. f'umnep HamMepeH YHUUMOKXUMb
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tOPui1 OKYHEB * CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNA

scex espees Esponvi. Espesm Jlumssbl cyx0eHo cmamp nep-
BBIMU HA 3MOM nymu.

He 6y0em e osyamu, nokopHo udyujumu Ha y6ot! IIpas-
0a, ymo Mbl cnabbl U 6e33auumHsl, HO conpomuseHue 0o-
JKHO cmamp eOUHCMBEeHHbIM omsaemom spazy!

Bpampwsa! Jlyuwe noeubHyms c80600HbIMU 6OPUAMU, UEM
BBUKUMDb N0 MUNOCMU YOUTLY.

Conpomusnatimecs! [Jo nocneoHezo s30oxa!»

Ocenbio 1943 roza A66a KoBHep opraHusoBas mober TpyIIibl
Y3HUKOB U3 TeTTO, CO3/laJl MapTU3aHCKUM OTpsiZi B PygHUHKAN-
ckoM Jecy. [Tocsie TeTTO HUKTO HUKOTZA He BUZE Y/IbIOKY Ha JUIe
AGO6BI — CJTUIIKOM MHOTO CMEpTeH IpOIUIO Tepesi HUM, CIIWII-
KOM MHOTO 3BEPCKH yOUTBIX POACTBEHHUKOB U JIpy3eii. Bce 3HAMM
aTo, 1 AGOa TOXKe 3HaJI — HET y HEro B OTpsAze OOHUIIOB, ¥ KOTOPHIX
He OBUIO ObI YOUTHIX OIM3KUX. 37eCh He OBLIO CYACTIMBBIX JIO-
Jlell — rapMoHUsI MUpa Jie)kajia B PyrHaXx, CJIOBHO caM Bor cKoH-
yasics B [IoHapax, B KpOBaBbIX KOTJIOBaHax [[oHapCKoOro Jyieca, rie
HEMIIbI ¥ IUTOBI[B YOUBAIN €BPEEB.

Motiie cxal pykaMu BUHTOBKY. OH MPHILENT B 3TOT JIEC BMECTE
¢ A660i1 KoBHEpOM U ellle BYMs JecATKaMu OervienioB u3 Buiib-
HIOCCKOT'O T€TTO IPOILION OCEHBIO, U 7 OKTAOPS, — 3TO 3allOMHU-
JIOCh Ha BCIO )KU3Hb, — BBIMIOJHUJI TIepBOE 60€BOe 3alaHue: C IPYII-
0¥ GONIIOB pa3pyIlnI JIUHUIO TenehOHHON CBA3U BJOJb OPOTH
Ha BubHioc. B peBpaste Moiite ucnonHmics 21 rof, OH Torza BCIO-
MHWI, KaK POJUTENU U OPaThs MO3/PABJISUIN €70 MpeK/e B BUIbHO,
HO 3/1eCb HUKTO HE OTMeYas JHU POXKAEHHUSA, 3TO OCTAIOCH B MPO-
IIJIOM, a MyTh B IPOIUIOE 3aCJIOHSI KPOBABBIN IPU3PaK OaHbI
yOuiill, B KOTOPYI0, Ka3aJoCh, IPeBPaTWICS BeCb MUp... Moiiie 3a-
KUHYJI BUHTOBKY 3a CITMHY U 3al1ara psgoM ¢ JJaBuzoM — 10 pac-
CBETa UM IIPE/CTOSIIO TPONTH HECKOJIBKO KIJIIOMETPOB I10 3apaHee
HaMe4YeHHBIM TPOIIMHKAM CKBO3b Yallly TEMHOT'O Jieca U YCTPOUTh
3acaZly Ha KpPyTOM HU3TH0e JiecHOH Joporu. «Thl 3Haelb, Moie, —
THXO paccyxzaan JlaBuz, — Gpuibl Mep3HyT B Poccry, ¥ MBI JIUIINM
UX IIHNIIU U TEIUION OLEXKIbI».
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KomanzioBaTh oneparueii KOMaHAMP OTPsAAa MOpydny Abpamy
Cabuny. AbpaM SBHO TOPAKJICS CBOE MUCCHEN U BHITJIAAE GppaH-
TOBaTO Ha GOHE Koe-KaK OfeThIX OOUIIOB — Ha HEM OblLa Teraas
nosiocaTtas ¢ydaiika u o 6yecka HauMIeHHBIE CATIOTH, B IPaBOM
pyKe —aBToOMart, 3a M0ACOM — IIUCTOJIET. «MBbl MOJIy4YuIu U3 CO-
BETCKOT'O MapTH3aHCKOro mraba MpUKa3 JIOBIMU CPeJCTBaAMU
IIpeOTBPaTUTh IIOCTABKY IIPOZOBOJIBCTBUA U OPYKUA HEMEITKUM
BOMCKaM M3 Halllero paioHa, — MosiCHsI A6paM,— BCKOpe K HaM
MIPUCOeANHATCA JUTOBCKUE MapTU3aHbl U3 rpymnisl [leTpuTnca,
C HUMH BMECTe Yy Hac [OYTHU IOJIypoTa OOUIIOB, MBI YHUYTOXKUM
Bpara».

Korza fHeBHOM cBeT Havyas MpoOUBATHCSA CKBO3b TEMHYIO Yally
Jleca, OHU IpUOIU3WINCH K MeCTy onepanuu. Abpam CabuH U ero
moMOIIHUK Vcaak YyKol paszienin oObeJMHEHHBIH eBpeHCKo-
JINTOBCKUM OTPAZ Ha TpU YacTu. LleHTpasbHas rpymna, BOOpyKeH-
Has rpaHaTaMy, aBTOMaTaMH M YeThIPbMA IIyleMeTaMU, 3ajeria
y caMoro u3ruba JOpOTU B CKPBITOM I'yCTHIMU BETBSIMU 3acajie
3a CTBOJIAMH IOBAJIEHHBIX /lepEBbEB — IPyINa JO/KHA ObLIa Ha-
HeCTH OCHOBHOM OTHEBOH yzap IO oxpaHe KOHBoOA. [IBe Apyrue
TPYIIIIBL PACIIONATraJkch CJIeBa U CIIPaBa OT LeHTPAJIbHON I'PYIIIIH,
cJleTKa B CTOPOHE OT IOPOTH,— OHU ZODKHBI OBUIM TIOAJEPXKATh
PY’KelHBIM OTHeM IIeHTpasbHYIO IPYIITy B cilydae HellpeABUAeH-
HBIX OCJIOKHEHU.

Ceeraso... MoleHHas Oy/JIbDKHUKOM JiecHas Aopora, obpam-
JIeHHasA HeIIyOOKMMU KaHaBaMH /I CTOKA BOZIbI, BCE sICHEE IPO-
cTymasa Ha GpOoHEe TEMHOTO Jieca C IPSI3HOBATHIMU OEJIBIMU TI0JI0Ca-
MM ellle He pacTasBllero cHera. THIIMHA IIyCTBIHHOTO Jieca He Ha-
pylianack ake NTULIAMU, YAUBIEHHBIMU IIOABJIEHUEM JIIo/ieii B Ta-
Koe paHHee BpeMs. Moire ¢ J[aBUZIOM IMOMaNIA B JIEBOPIAHTOBYIO
TPYIIILY, OHU 3aJIETVIN B HETITyOOKOI AiMe U 3abpocainu cebsa cBepxy
COCHOBBIMY BeTKaMU. BbUTO 370KO0 U CBIPO, BpeMs, Ka3aloch, OCTa-
HOBWIOCh, I MUHYTHI MyYUTEIbHO PACTATUBAIUCH 0 GeCKOHed-
HOCTH... BoceMb 4acos, /1eBATh 4acOB yTPa, y>Ke COBCEM pacCBeIo,
Y OCTAaTKU CHeTa C JIepPeBbeB C IIYMOM Maiaikd Ha GOHUIIOB TO TYT,
TO TaM. .. Bpar He mosBJsuics. [lepBoHavasibHOE BO30YK/eHEe CMe-

18



tOPui1 OKYHEB * CATA O BOCCTABWEM W3 MEMNA

HIJIOCH YCTAJIOCTBIO ¥ TPEBOr'OM — OIlepaliyis, [I0X0XKe, IPOBAJIEHa,
a, MOJKeT OBITb, ¥ TOTO Xy»Ke — IepeJIBIDKEHe OTPsiia OOHapyKe-
HO, ¥ OH OyZIeT aTaKOBaH...

BHe3anmHO Bce YyC/ABINAMHM OTJZAJEHHBIN IIYM — IDOMBIXaHHE
TeJer 10 OY/IbDKHON JOpore, CMelIaHHOE ¢ MOHOTOHHBIM POKO-
TOM MOTOPOB. B T'y/IKO# THIINHE yTPEHHErO Jieca UIyM JBMKEHU
OBICTPO HapacTaj U BCKOpe M3-3a [I0OBOPOTa JJIMHHON 3Meel Ha-
YaJl BBIIOJI3aTh KOHBOMpYeMBIH damucramu 0603. CHavana He-
CKOJIBKO ZIECSITKOB KPECThSIHCKUX TeJIET, 3alPsDKEHHBIX JIONIa[bMHU
Y Harpy>XKeHHBIX B IBa psZja MeIIKaMU, MeJIEHHO [IPOeXald MIUMO
[apTHU3aHCKOM 3acazpl. Bece 3amepnu, cTapasich CKPBITh JaXXe CBOE
JbIXaHVe — KOMaHAWP TpUKa3al HU B KOEM CJIydae He CTPeJATb
10 BO3HMIIAM M JIOHWIAJAM. 3aTeM K I[OKOTY KOIIBIT U CTYKY KoJec
0 OYJIBDKHUKY 00AaBUIOCh PEIYaHNe MOTOPOB — BCJIe], 3a TeJera-
MU ¢ HeGOJTBIITUM OTPHIBOM ITOSIBUJICS GPOHETPAHCIIOPTED C OTAEIIE-
HUeM HeMeIKUX COJIZaT U AByMs IlyJleMeTaMu Ha O0pTy, a 3a HUM,
TaKKe ¢ HeGOIbIINM OTPBIBOM, — IBA OTKPBITBIX I'DY30BUKA, Ha-
OUTBIX MECTHBIMU MONUIAAMU. KorZa rpy30BUKH C IIOJULIAIMHU
OKasaJsych IPAMO HAIIPOTHB 3acabl 3a II0BAJIEHHBIMU JIepPEBbAMH,
KOMaH/IMp THUXO CKasasl: «3a Haly mobezy!», a 3aTeM IPOMKO BbI-
KpUKHYJ: «OroHb! OroHb!»

B MrHOBeHHe THXas JieCHas Jopora IIpeBpaTwiach B aJ— Ipo-
XOT IIyJIeMETOB U aBTOMATOB, Pa3pbIBbl I'DAHAT, KPUKH JIOZeH
Y pXKaHbe UCIyTaHHBIX JIOMIA/EH, TIaMs U JBIM OT B3PBIBOB U TO-
pAlIel TeXHUKHU, MeUyILIrecs JIIOAY, OKpOBaBJIeHHbIE Tesa yOUTHIX
Y paHeHBIX. HeMIIbI IBITAJIMCh OTKPBITH ITyIEMETHBIN OTOHB € 6pO-
HETPAHCIIOPTEPA, HO OH OBLT IEPBBIM BBIBE/IEH U3 CTPOS U 3ar0Opei-
Cs IIOZ, I'PaZioM IIy/Ib U I'paHar. lopamuii 6poHeTpaHcrnopTep 3a610-
KHPOBaJI IOPOTY, U Tellephb BCS MO IIyJIEMETHOTO OTHS OOPYILIH-
Jlach Ha TPY30BUKH C MOJHULASMU. YCIEBIINX BEICKOYUTb CHUMAU
aBTOMAaTHBIMU OYepeJsMH, U He ObUIO JKaJOCTH HU K yOeraBIinm,
HU K paHeHbIM. CaHbKa HucaHWIeBHY MeTOAMYHO LOOUBAJ NIPH-
L[&IbHBIMU BBICTPEJIaMU U3 BUHTOBKH BceX (aIINCTOB, IPOSIBIIAB-
IIMX [IPU3HAKU JKU3HU —«BoT BaM paciuiara 3a yOuicTBO Moei
ceMbH, 3a OTIIa, 3 MaTb, 33 6paTheB U CECTED...»
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YyBCTBO MCTUTEIBHON PaJIOCTU OXBAaTWIO Molile — OBIBIIME
GecCUIbHBIE Y3HUKU T€TTO IPOMSAT XBaJeHbIX TUTIEPOBCKUX COJI-
nat. EMy XoTesnock caMoMy YOUTH XOTb O[HOT'O HEMEIIKOT'O COJI/IaTa
WM JIMTOBCKOTO IIOJINIIAs, APOCTh CO3pesia B ero Aylie — pacTep-
3aHHBbIE HAIMUCTAMU POAUTENN U OpaThsi CJIOBHO MPHU3BIBATH €T0
K BO3ME3AUIO... BEDKUBIINK IMOdep OAHOTO U3 IPY30BUKOB BHeE-
3aITHO BBICKOYWJI M3 KaOWHBI U TOMbITaNCA yoexkarh B jec. Mote
TIPULIETWICA U BBICTPEJIWT B Hero, modep ymas, MOTOM BBIACHU-
JIOCB, YTO HECKOJIBKO IIapTHU3aH OZHOBPEMEHHO CTPeJIAIN B Oere-
113, U HUKTO He 3HaJI, UYbs MyJIs er0o cpasmia.

Omeparus npoluia 6JecTsie — HeMEUKUH KOHBOW pasrpoM-
JIeH, HECKOJIbKO /IECAATKOB (alIMCTOB YOUTHI, IOTEPH HET, 3aXBave-
HO MHOT'O OOMYHIMPOBAHUSA, OPYKUSA U OOENPUIIacOB, PEKBU3UPO-
BaHO 6OJIbIIIOE KOJTMYECTBO MPOAOBOJBCTBUSA, TIOABOJ U JIOMIAEH.
[TapTU3aHbI OTIIYCTWIN HE YCIIEBUINX cOEXATh Ky4epOB U BBIAAIU
MM CIIPAaBKy O BpeMeHHOM U3BATHUU IOABOJ, U Joltazeil. Buaumo,
OT TeX COEXKABIINX U OTIYIIEHHBIX KPECThSH IMOIUIA IO AePEBHAM
U XyTOpaM JiereHja O TOM, KaK «IWBU3USA JUTOBCKUX ITapTHU3aH»
VHUYTOXKIIA «THICTYN HEMEIIKUX COJIZAT Y OPUIIEPOB».

Ha 6a3y Bo3Bparanuch B 06’be37 Ha KOHQUCKOBAHHBIX TeJlerax
Y JIOIIA/IAAX C ZIParolleHHBIM TPY30M ITPOZOBOILCTBYA. Mollle cuzen
Ha MeIIKaX BMeCTe C IMTOBCKUM NapTudaHoM, CaHbKa MpaBuI JIO-
mazpo. Bee f0ro0 Mosyasiy, mepekuBas CHOBAa U CHOBA CJIYYUB-
Ireecsi,— MOCJIe TOMUTEIBHOTO OXKU/IaHUSA BPara, mocje HEpBHOTO
III0Ka OT CKOPOTEYHOTr0 6051, TI0CjIe TI06eAHOr0 BO30YKAEHUS BAPYT
HaBaJIWIach ycTaaocTh. [lepBbiM 3aroBoput CaHbKa:

—BoifHa— Bellb JKeCcTOKasi, HO 3TOT 6O COBceM Apyroe. DTO
OBUTO He KECTOKOCTBIO, & OYHUIIEHUEM. .. I YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOTY,
HaKOHEI[-TO, PACIUIATUTHCS C HAI[MCTaMU 3a yOUICTBO MOeil ce-
MBH. ..

—$1 By, —mpepBan CaHbKY JUTOBEL, —BaM XOTEJIOCh Obl
[TOCTOHATh U MOBBITH MMOZI0OHO AUKUM KUBOTHBIM, YTOOBI CKPHITh
CBOIO TalHYyIO 3700y. Bce BBI, KWL, — yOUNIIBI, UIIYyIIE pEBaH-
ma. HeMernkuii modep ObT paHEH W HeONaceH —3a4eM BBI MPU-
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cTpenvu ero? Most XpUCTHUAHCKas BeEpa OCHOBaHa Ha JIFOOBU K JIO-
60My co3zaHuio, KoTopomy Vucyc ai JKu3Hb. ..

—Bpeurs! — pesko obopBai ero Momie, — JTo Hala eBpericKas
Bubnua yuut cupaBegnuBocTU. HeMelKuil cojjaT—Hall Bpar.
{1 He 3HalO, Kak MHOI'O KPOBU Ha ero pykax, HO OH—4acTb CUCTe-
MBI, KOTOPas MBITAETCS YOUTH HAlll HAPOZ U ITOTyOUTh BECH MUP.

—IotiMu—3TO BOMHA! —TOMBITaNICA CMATYUTH criop CaHb-
ka, — BrIi6opa HeT: 1160 MbI yObeM Bpara, b0 Bpar yobeT Hac.

JIuTOBEI CepANTO XMBIKHYJI, CIIPBITHYJI C IOABOABI U IPUCOEM-
HWICA K cBoeMy oTpAzy. Moie u CaHbKa MOJTYaJIH, PaCCTPOEHHBIE
OZI06HBIM GUHAIOM «COTPYAHUYECTBa». CaHbKa MO/BEJ UTOT:

— OTOMYy THITy, Ha CaMOM Jiejie, HaIlyIeBaTh 1 Ha €BPeeB, U BO-
o0I1le Ha TO, KTO TOOEUT B 3TOH BOWHE, — OH YIIEJ B JIEC, YTOOBI
YBWIBHYTb OT MOOWIM3AIINY B TEPMAHCKYIO apMUIO.

— OH IToYysI CKOpOe IopakeHue HeMIleB, — fob6aBuit Momie, —
U cTapaeTcs BBICIYKUThcA nepes, CoBeTaMu, KOTOpble BO3Bpallia-
1oTcd B JIUTBYy.

Y Mornte u CaHbKM OCTaJICS HEMPUATHBIM 0CaZIoK OT Pa3roBO-
pa ¢ IMTOBCKUM «IpyToM». OHU U TIPEX/E, ellle 0 BOUHEI, He pas
CTAJIKUBAJNCh C HEZOOPOXKENATETHHOCTBIO CO CTOPOHBI IIOJISTKOB
Y JIMTOBIIEB, HO OBMZIHO OBLIO CIBIINIATE HeZOOPhIE CJIOBA O eBpe-
SX OT TOBApHUIIA, C KOTOPBIM TOJBKO YTO BBIILIH U3 6051 ¢ 06IIUMU
Bparamu — dammmcramu. ECTh BeIlly, KOTOPble HE MEHSIOTCS, Ta-
KOB aHTHUCEMUTH3M,— Ziyman Moiile,— HeMI[bl YOUBAIOT eBpees,
HO JINTOBIIbI TIPE/ATIOYUTAIOT COYYBCTBOBATL YOUifllaM, 3TO moYe-
My-TO GOJIbIIIE TIOAXOJUT K UX BEPE...

B jtecHoOi1 yatiie paHO CTEMHEJIO, COMHIIE B TOT IeHb TaK U He TIPO-
OGUIOCh CKBO3b CIUIONIHYIO 061a4HOCTh. B HACTYIaBIIMX CyMepKax
MbIcd Motite He ObLIM PafOCTHBIMU. JlaleKoe CYacTINBOE JET-
CTBO B POJUTENTHCKOM ZIOME 3aCJIOHSTIOCH YyKacaMu ero HeCuyacCTHOM
IOHOCTU. YTO BU/IEN OH B CBOM JIyUIIIE MOJIO/IbIE TOBI? YHIKEHUS,
KpOBaBbIe TIOI'POMBI ¥ YOUICTBA OJIU3KHUX, )KU3Hb B T€TTO, KOTOPast
Xy’Ke JKU3HU CKOTa mepe/ 6otiteii... CUpoTcKas I0HOCTb 6e3 CBOero
noma, 6e3 POJICTBEHHUKOB, KU3Hb Ha IPA3HBIX Yep/aKkax, B 3€M-
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JITHKaX ¥ 6apakax, B 3TOM MPavyHOM JIECY, CKBO3b I'yCThIE 3aPOCIU
KOTOPOTO €My TMOAYac MepEIIaTCcs JUIa MaMbl, Akl U OPaThEB,
KaKHMMU OH BUJIeJI UX B IIOCTIeIHUN pas...

* %%

Mortire He 3HaJI, UTO JKZET €r0 B AeOpAxX PyAHUHKAMCKOTO Jieca.
OH He 3HaJ, 4TO BCEro JIMIIb Yyepe3 ABa MecAlla 3/ech, BAO0Jb JIec-
HOU ZIOPOTH, Ha KOTOPOU OBIBIIIME Y3HUKH I'€TTO PA3rPOMIIHN He-
MeIKMH KOHBOM, BepXOBHOe KOMaH/J0BaHVe BepMaxTa COCPeLOTO-
YUT AECATKU THICAY COJJAT U THICAYY TAHKOB, YTO JIB€ repMaHCKUe
apMuu rpynmsl «LleHTp» yeTpoAT 34ech, Ha TMHUU BuibHIoc-JInza,
Toc/IeIHN 0OOPOHUTENbHBIN pybexxk Ha myTu KpacHoit ApMum
B BocTounyto [Ipyccuro, 9To 37ech OyzeT KPOMEIIHBIN ajl, B KOTO-
POM CTOJIKHYTCS IBE TUTAHTCKYEe OPOHUPOBAHHbBIE APMAJHL. . .

Y Mome OxyHeBa 6BUIO MajO IIAHCOB BBDKUTH B OTOM azy,
HO OH BBDKUIL. ..

NMPEAMECTBE BAPLUABbI — MOCEJIOK OKYHEB.
XVI-XX CTOJIETUSA

J71s1 TIOTHOTBI KAPTUHBI 3Ty UCTOPUIO CJIeAyeT HayaTh XOTS OBl
C CaMOro KpaTKOro 3KCKypca B IpoucxoxieHre pammwinu OKyHeB,
10 KpaliHell Mepe, B ee eBpelickoM BapuaHTe.

Jlo cux mop Ha oKpaunHe Bapiiassl, B 25 KUJIOMeTpax OT ee I[eH-
Tpa, B U3JIy4uHe peuyliek Jiyra u 30H3a, COXpaHWIach lepeByIKa
oz HazBaHreM OkyHeB (Okuniew) ¢ HeGOJIBIIUM PEIHKOM MOCEpe-
[IMHe, C KPaCUBBIM IIPUXOACKUM KOCTesJoM cB. CTaHUCIaBa, IMOJIY-
pa3pylleHHbIM CTAPUHHBIM ZIBOPIIOM ceMbH JIyDeHbCKUX U OCTaT-
KaMU I1apKa IIpU HeM, CO CTapbIM 3allyllleHHbIM eBPetCKUM KIaJ-
6uIeM, C U3BECTHBIM KOHHBIM 3aBOZIOM U 3ZlaHeM ToBapUIIecTBa
uM. peiapsa OxyHsa (Pomo 2).

T'opozox OxyHeB NOABWICA B 3THUX MeCTaX B IIePBOM II0JIOBUHE
XVI Beka 1 6bUT Ha3BaH 10 UMeHU poitjapsa CtanuciaaBa OKyHs, IO-
JIy4MBIIEro OT caMoro IoJabckoro koposa Curusmynza I Craporo
NIpUBWJIETHIO HA BjaJleHHe OKPEeCTHBIMHU 3eMJIAMU Ha TOProBOM
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myTy U3 Bapmassl B Pych 1 Ha opraHusaliyio 31eCb TOProB/IU U Ap-
Mapok. B 1634 rozy Exnmxeii CBeHUuMIIKY B cBoeM TpyZe «Tonorpa-
¢us, win onrcanvie Ma3oBum» mUCA: «[10 APYTyio CTOPOHY Bucib
BaplIaBCKas 3eMJIA pacTATMBAETCsA BCe IIMpe, OXBaTbiBas MajleHb-
kue ropoga OxyHeB 1 CTaHMCIaBOB». C 3TUMU MeCTaMU CBA3aHbBI
MHOTHE UCcToprdecKue coobITHA. B 1656 rogy moz OKyHEBOM ITOJTb-
CKUM HaITMOHAIbHBIN repoii retMaH Ctedan YapHeIKUH ofieprKal
mobezy B 6010 co mBesamu, a B 1703 rogy B OKyHeBe KBapTUPOBAJ
cam mBezckuil koposnb Kapn XII. Bo BpemeHna Hosabpbckoro Ha-
nuoHanbHOro BoccrtaHua 1830 roza Ha Teppuropuu Mexay OKy-
HeBoM U Crapoil MWIOCHON IIIM Cpa)keHUA MeXAy MOJbCKUMU
MTOBCTAHIIAMU U PYCCKOI apMUeH, IIpeIIecTBOBABIINEe OUTBE IO/,
OnbIIbIHKON ['poX0oBCKOM. O6CTpENIIHHBIM PYCCKUMM BOMCKaMU,
OkyHeB cropen Bo Bpems 6051 18 despana 1831 roza. B Tom ke
rojiy mpousoliuia u3BectHad bursa nog OxyHeBOM, B KOTOPO IpU-
HUMaAJ y4acTUe OfUH U3 PYKOBOAUTe e IT0IbCKOI'0 HallMOHAIbHO-
0CBOOOAUTENBHOTO ABIKEHUsI [TeTp BBICOITKH.

Bo Bpemena Peun ITocionuToit OKyHEBCKUM UMeHHEM Biaje-
s OkyHeBbl, [ToBcuHOBHI, YEnkoBHI, Paszumunbckre, OKeHIIKHeE,
Ixpi6oBckue, Kiniikue u Jlybenbckue. B 1795 rozay mocie maze-
HuA [ombckoro rocyzapcerBa BejeZicTBUe TpeThero paszesa [1ob-
i OKyHeB Bolllesl B cocTaB ABCTpO—BeHIrepckoi MIIepUy U CTal
TOTpaHUYHBIM TropozioM. Bo BpeMeHa HarmoneoHoBcKkux BolH Poc-
cUs TIPUCOeINHIIA K cebe BapinaBy U ee OKPECTHOCTHU, BKJIIOYAs
ropog OxyHeB. ITociie cTpoUTeIbCTBA XKele3Ho foporu BapiraBa—
Bpecrt, koTopas npoiuia B cTopoHe oT OKyHeBa, OH CTaj yBAZATb,
u B 1869 rozy ykaszom ummeparopa Asnekcangpa Il 6bu1 uineH ro-
pozckoro craTryca. B Hauane XX Beka B OKyHeBe CylecTBOBaj KOH-
HBIM TpaMBal 10 *KeJle3HOAOPOXKHOM cTaHIuu B MusiocHe. DTOT
KOHHBIN TpaMBaii felicTBoBa Zio [lepBoit MUPOBOM BOMHBI, KOTZAA
OTCTyHaloIIe PYCCKUE BOMCKAa pa300paly TPEeXKUIOMETDPOBBIN
IIyTh U JUKBUIUPOBAIU pesbchl. Poccuiickoe BlaZieHue 3aKOHYU-
jock B 1915 rogy, Tepputopus OKyHeBa OKa3aaucCh B HeMEIKOU
OKKyHaIllu, KoTopas AJunach Ao KoHIa [lepBoit MupoBoil BoH-
HbBL. B 1920 rozy Bo BpeMs IOJbCKO-COBETCKOI BOMHEI yepe3 OKy-
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HeB NpoxoAw1 GpoHT. B mocyeaytomuye rogpl, Ha yxabax UCTOpUU
XX Beka gepeBHs1 OKyHEB IpeTepIiesia Bce HEB3TOABI U Oe/ICTBUS,
BBINIABIIME HA JOJI0 MHOTOCTPaZalbHON MOIbCKON 3€MJIM — OHU
He Hy>Jal0TCA B JIOTIOJTHUTENIbHBIX KOMMEHTapHUAX.

EBpeu nosiBuirch B OkyHeBe B XVIII Beke, Torza ke 371eCh ObU1a
OTCTpOeHa niepBasg cuHarora. COIZIaCHO HCTOPUYECKUM CBUZE-
TeJIbCTBaM, Iocelok OKyHEB «IIpUHaZAJIeXal K YUCITy MeCTHOCTEH,
B KOTOPBIX eBper He II0[Beprajuchb CTeCHEHUAM B JKUTEIbCTBE».
B cepennne XIX Beka B IOCEJKe KWUIO0 532 4eJI0BeKa, B TOM YHC-
jie 105 eBpeeB, a 1o mepenucu 1897 roza us 1119 xureneit 287
6butn eBpesimu. [1o mepemnucu 1921 roga B OKyHeBe HPOXKHUBAIO
oxoso 500 eBpeeB, B HeEM pabOTaIl MHOTOUHCIEHHbBIE OOIIECTBEH-
Hble, peJIMTMO3HbIe U KY/IbTypHEIEe eBpelickue opranusanuu. [Tocie
1930 roza 60IbIIIOE KOTUYECTBO EBPEEB SMUTPHUPOBAJIO, B PE3Y/Ib-
Tare 4ero Karaju nepeHeciu B PembepTtoBo. B cenTsabpe 1939 roga
OxyHeB OKKYIIUpPOBaJIM HeMellKHe BOMcKa, a B ampeie 1940-ro
HeMIIbl JelopTUpoBanu Bcex eBpeeB 13 OkyHeBa B BapiaBckoe
reTTO — IOYTU BCe OHM Iorubiiu. B Haire BpeMs eBpeeB B OKyHEBe
HeT, U eIMHCTBEHHBIM HallOMUHAaHNEM O MX >KM3HU B 3TOM MecTe
saBJsieTcst Hebosbiioe EBpeiickoe Ki1azbuie, B KOTOPOM COXPaHH-
JIOCh C IecITOK HaArpobuii. B 1988 6arozapsa ®ouzay cembu Huc-
ceHOAyMOB TEPPUTOPHSA €BPENCKOro KJiazbuina Obuia MpuBeieHa
B MOPSZIOK U OTOPOXKeHa, HO celiyac KJiaZibuille BHOBb 3apacTaeT
JIECOM.

BosBparumcs, ofHako, K Hamlel Teme. B Havasne XIX Beka, 1mo-
cie Tpex paszenoB [loibiy 1 okoHYaHusA HarmomeoHOBCKUX BOMH
eBpeu JlepeBeHbKU OKyHEB y3HaJM, YTO OHU ABJAIOTCA OTHBIHE
noAiaHHBIMU Poccutickoit UMIIepUun ¢ IpaBoM IPOXXKUBAHUA B 4ep-
T€ 0CeAJIOCTU, KoTopad Bkirodasna JIutsy, Iloabury, Benopyccuto
1 4acTb YKpauHsl. Pazasn Peun [TocrionnTol, afMUHUCTPATUBHBIHN
Xa0C U SKOHOMMYECKas paspyxa B OBIBIIMX ITOJbCKO-TUTOBCKHUX
3eMJIAX [IOATAJIKMBAaIM eBpeeB K MUIDAllUM Ha BOCTOK. VIMEHHO
TOrZa, IZie-To B epBoii yeTBepTHU XIX Beka Mol mpamnpazes, UMeHH!
KOTOpPOTO A He 3Halo, HaBcerza okuHya OKyHeB U yIllesl B IIOMCKax
cyacThbs ajieKo Ha BOCTOK B benopyccutio, B Butebckyto rybepHuio,
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SAGA OF THE RISEN
FROM THE ASHES



FOREWORD BY THE AUTHOR — ANDANTE SOSTENUTO

I became interested in my ancestry and started feeling like a link
of an endless chain that goes down into the bottomless well of the
past, late in life, after [ had emigrated.

Young people are seldom interested in their forebears. Their
concern about the present, worry about the future, their school,
job, career, women, family, and children leave little time to take a
thorough look at the past; and two-faced Januses able to look to the
future and the past at the same time are quite rare.

The people of the former Soviet Union had additional reasons
not to show any special interest in their ancestry, for such curiosity
could lead to big trouble. The ancestors could turn out to be not of
“proletarian origin”, or, God forbid, clerics, or “enemies of the peo-
ple”. Hiding non-proletarian ancestry or their connections to clergy
could lead to the expulsion form the communist party, and then
you lost your job— as the best case scenario. That is why many of
us first sat down at the computer as old men, after leaving Russia,
to write down the story of our fathers, to find the roots of the family
tree, to tell our children about their great-great-grandmothers and
great-great-grandfathers that lived in the Russian, Polish, Lithua-
nian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian towns and villages.

I felt an overwhelming desire to find my family roots and tell
my children and grandchildren about them after my mother passed
away and the cold emptiness of eternity stood behind my back. My
work was rushed by an unexpected illness, a kind of wake-up call
that said: “Here’s your last chance to preserve the family history for
your descendants and to free the images of your ancestors from the
void. If not you, then who?”

As an additional motivation to dig deep in the past came a revela-
tion. From the miraculously preserved obscure fragments of mem-
ories, from the faded writings on the faded photographs, there rose

81



YURI OKUNEV ¢ SAGA OF THE RISEN FROM THE ASHES

on the family horizon two truly outstanding, significant figures,
those of my paternal great-grandfathers Movshe Okunev and Da-
vid Yacobson. Movshe Okunev, the father of my grandfather Isaac
Okunev, was a well-known shochet of the town of Velizh in the time
after the infamous Velizh case that shook Russia, a blood libel of the
Velizh Jews that allegedly ritually murdered a Christian boy. David
Yacobson, the father of my grandmother Raisa Okuneva, served as
rabbi in Lubavichi, the world-famous center of the Lubavichi branch
of Hasidic Judaism where Chabad started (Photo 1). David received
this high appointment in 1882 from the fourth Rebbe of Lubavichi,
the great Tzadik Samuel Schneerson himself, known in the history
of Chabad as Maharsh. I am going to omit my adventures that led to
these discoveries, for they are not the topic of my story.

I would like to tell an incredible family saga, a story of a branch
of the Okunev family that perished in the fire of Holocaust and
yet rose from the ashes, like the fabulous Phoenix, and blossomed
anew in Israel and America. The core of this story is a true miracle,
the incredible discovery of a seemingly lost Okunev branch, the dis-
covery that was made with the help of a certain book.

This story has two main characters. The first one is my second
cousin Michael (Moshe) Okunev, who was lost with the rest of his
family somewhere around the Polish-Lithuanian city of Vilna in
the bloody breaking of the Second World War, and suddenly reap-
peared after 50 years in the American city of Chicago as the head
of a new large family. The second main character of this story is... a
book called “Letters to Relatives from XX Century”. This book mag-
ically brought to us our first hero, as if one of the ten lost tribes of
Israel that seemed to have forever disappeared was found at the tip
of the writer’s pen.

The part of yours truly, the author of this story, was to quite
humbly put the two above mentioned characters together.



Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk...
Isaiah 2:5

So came the house of Jacob, lashed and
bloodied, beaten to death and crucified, it rose
and walked. A famished man, it broke out of the
Warsaw ghetto; a little girl that was left for dead,
it crawled out of the pile of bodies in Babiy Yar; a
gray-haired youth, it came out of Lithuanian and
Belarusian woods.

So came the house of Jacob, and walked. It
ripped off the bloody scabs, it shed the ashes of the
crematory ovens, and walked to the highest point
of the Earth, Jerusalem, to clearly and firmly
assure the judeophobic mob of the world: “Never
again! Never will I allow anybody to murder
Jewish children!”

From The Axis of World History
by Yuri Okunev

LITHUANIA, RUDNIKI FOREST
SPRING OF 1944

In the spring of 1944 the General Staff of the Red Army began to
prepare an enormous military operation “Bagration” to destroy the
German Army Group Center and free Belarus and Lithuania from
the fascists. A significant part of this operation was played by the

The author used original memories by Michael Okunieff as a basis of this

essay in Russian. The essay was translated from Russian by Anna Tucker.
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numerous partisan forces fighting far behind enemy lines. In May
of that year the Soviet Information Bureau (Sovinformburo) among
other news from the front lines reported the destruction of a Ger-
man supply convoy by Lithuanian partisans near Vilnius.

* % %

Winter lingered that year and the warmth of the spring sun
struggled to break the gloomy skies over the thick woods of Rudniki
forest that grows between Vilnius and Lida. It was a chilly night,
with drifting snow, and the guard, dressed in an old sheepskin coat,
fed a few more thick dry twigs to the campfire. The fire swelled,
pushing away the darkness, and outlined the silhouettes of the
pines surrounding the clearing and the already melting snowdrifts
that have been shoveled away from the entrance to the log cabin.
The dark of the night would stay for a while, but the breakfast of
meat and potatoes was almost ready in the mess tins hanging over
the campfire. The commander ordered to cook as much food as pos-
sible, all they could get in the nearby villages and homesteads. The
soldiers missed bread, but the farmers had none and no place to
bake it. Still, they had potatoes and sometimes— like that day—
even meat.

Moshe awoke to his bunkmate David pushing him and chanting
in a low voice: “Wake up... Wake up...” Young men and women
huddled together to stay warm on two rows of wooden pallets that
lined the cabin leaving a narrow passage in the middle. The pallets
were covered with several layers of soft pine sprigs with old coats,
sheepskins and quilted jackets on top. They used everything they
had to sleep on and cover with. Three dozen people were waking
in the pitch dark of the night. They got used to living deep in the
woods; they knew it was their only chance of survival. They were
getting off their pallets without complaint, feeling for their clothes
in the dark, talking quietly in Yiddish and Russian, as if stressing
the importance and even solemnity of the moment. They knew that
they would soon have to go far in the forest, that there would be a
fight.
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Moshe ran outside and quickly rubbed his face, chest and sides
with wet snow. Then he went back in, put on both his shirts and a
coat made of old tattered military greatcoat, belted it, and shoved
his trapper’s hat in the sleeve. The door to the cabin stood open and
in the light of the campfire he soon located his bowl and his carved
pine spoon.

Abba Kovner, the commander, was sitting on a felled tree trunk
and patiently waited for his people to finish their campfire meal.
These people were his Jewish team finally recognized by the Red
Army command as an operational partisan troop. The recognition
had come several weeks before, when a Soviet airplane parachuted
them some firearms and a radio. For over six months Abba had act-
ed of his own accord. He would pick up Jewish refugees, exhausted
by wandering in the forest, find food for them and put children,
the sick, and the weak in the care of remote homestead dwellers.
He destroyed enemy lines of communication and attacked German
patrols and local pro-Nazi police. Keeping the balance between the
team’s effectiveness in combat and the safety of the old and the
children was a very difficult job. But the hardest part was finding
local people who would not betray the Jews to the Gestapo and the
police. Abba learned how to do just that. Now his troop got orders
from the command to regularly destroy German supply convoys
on their way to the front lines. For the first operation Abba picked
a forest road between Vilna and Lida. This road was used by the
Germans to deliver troops and supplies. For two weeks his scouts
tracked the movement of the convoys. They reported that a supply
train takes the road twice a week at dawn, guarded by armored ve-
hicles and half a company.

Moshe finished his meal, checked his rifle and joined the un-
even line of partisans next to his friend David. Abba Kovner named
the participants of the raid. His speech was short. “Our task is to
destroy the German convoy that is guarding a supply caravan and
seize the supplies. This raid will test our ability to fight the enemy
and our readiness to support the advance of the Red Army that sent
us arms and ammunition.” The commander stood in front of his sol-
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diers bareheaded and his thick hair that turned gray before its time
glimmered in the flickering light of the fire. Moshe thought Abba
looked like Einstein, the Einstein that was mourning the failing har-
mony of the world. Suffering and hatred froze in Abba’s bright eyes.
Everybody knew the reason for this suffering and hatred.

Abba Kovner was well known in Vilna as the leader of a youth
Zionist organization Hashomer Hatzair. Later, when the Germans
came, he started a secret resistance movement in the Vilnius ghet-
to. Abba did not want to be a slave. Abba was a poet and his brave
words were like the words of the ancient Hebrew warrior Eleazar
that called to the defenders of the Masada fortress before the last
Roman attack:

“We will not go like sheep to the slaughter.

Jewish youth, do not be misled. Of the 80 thousand Jews
of Vilnius, the Jerusalem of Lithuania, there are only 20
thousand left. Our parents, our brothers and sisters have
been taken away from us. Where are the hundreds of people
that were sent into slavery by the Lithuanian “snatchers”?
Where are the naked women and children that were taken on
the scary “provocation night”? Where are the Jews that were
taken on the Judgment Day? Where are our brothers from the
Second Ghetto? None of them is coming back. All the Gestapo
roads lead to Ponary, and Ponary means death!

If you still doubt, get rid of your illusions! Your children,
your husbands and wives perished. Ponary is not a camp.
They were all murdered there. Hitler intends to exterminate
all Jews in Europe. The Jews of Lithuania are destined to be
the first in his way.

Let us not be sheep that walk meekly to slaughter! It is
true that we are weak and defenseless, but resistance must
be the only answer to the enemy!

Brothers! Better die as free fighters than survive at the
mercy of the murderers.

Resist to your last breath!”
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In the fall of 1943 Abba Kovner organized a ghetto breakout
and started a partisan team in the Rudniki forest. After the ghetto
nobody ever saw Abba smile. He has witnessed too many deaths,
too many of his relatives and friends had been brutally murdered.
Everybody knew that. And Abba knew that there was not a single
soldier in his troop that had not lost somebody close to them. There
were no happy people there. The harmony of the world lay in ruins,
as if God himself died in Ponary, in the bloody pits of the Ponary
forest where Germans and Lithuanians murdered Jews.

Moshe squeezed his rifle. He had come to this forest with Abba
Kovner and three hundred refugees from the Vilnius ghetto the fall
before and went on his first military raid on October 7. He would
remember that day for the rest of his life. His group of partisans
destroyed a phone line along the road to Vilna. Moshe turned 21
the following February. He remembered celebrating his birthday
with his parents and brothers in Vilna. Here nobody had birthday
parties. It was a thing of the past, and the past was shadowed by the
bloody ghost of the murdering gang that the whole world seemed
to have turned into. Moshe slung the rifle on his back and walked by
David’s side. They had to walk several miles through the thick for-
est along the marked paths by dawn and set an ambush at a sharp
bend in the road. “You know, Moshe,” David mused, “The Fritzes
are freezing in Russia, and we are going to take their food and warm
clothes away.”

The commander appointed Resel Sabin as the leader of the op-
eration. Resel was obviously proud of his mission and looked like a
dandy compared to his randomly dressed mates. He wore a warm
striped quilted jacket and polished boots and carried an automatic
rifle in his right hand and a handgun in his belt. “We received an
order from the Soviet partisan staff to prevent delivery of supplies
to the German troops from our area by any means,” Resel explained.
“Soon the Lithuanian partisans of Petritis’ group will join us. Togeth-
er we’ll make almost half a company. We will destroy the enemy.”

When daylight started to break through the dark thickness of
the forest, they reached the place of operation. Resel Sabin and his
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assistant Isaac Czuzoy divided the united Jewish-Lithuanian team
into three groups. The central group armed with hand grenades,
automatic rifles and four machine guns lay in ambush by the bend
in the road behind the fallen trees. They were supposed to deliver
the first fire strike to the convoy guard. The other two groups took
their positions to the right and left of the central group a little fur-
ther away from the road. They were to support the central group
with gunfire in case of unexpected complications.

Day was dawning. The cobbled forest road with shallow ditches
on both sides was getting more visible on the backdrop of the dark
trees and dirty white splotches of melting snow. No birds broke the
silence of the empty woods. The birds were stunned speechless by
the humans showing up at such an early hour. Moshe and David
were part of the left-side group. They lay low in a shallow dip and
covered themselves with pine sprigs. It was chilly and wet. Time
seemed to be standing still and minutes dragged forever. Eight
o’clock, nine o’clock, and then it was full daylight. The trees were
noisily dropping remaining snow off their branches on the soldiers
here and there. The enemy was nowhere to be seen. The initial ex-
citement changed to tiredness and worry. The operation must have
failed. Or worse, the movements of the team had been spotted and
they were going to be attacked.

Then they heard a distant sound, a mix of horse-driven carts on
cobblestones and rumbling engines. In the resonant silence of the
morning forest the sound grew fast, and soon the fascist-guarded
convoy slithered around the bend in the road like a long snake.
First came several dozen carts pulled by horses and loaded with two
rows of sacks. They slowly passed the ambush. Everybody froze and
held their breath. The commander ordered not to shoot the horses
or the cart drivers under any circumstances. Then the rumble of
engines joined the clanking of the horses’ hooves and the rattling of
the cartwheels on the cobblestones. The carts were followed by an
armored personnel carrier with a squad of German soldiers and two
machine guns on board, and right behind it came two pickup trucks
full of local gendarmes. When the gendarme trucks came even with
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the ambush behind the trees, the commander said quietly: “To our
victory!” and then yelled, “Fire, fire!”

The next moment the silent forest road turned into hell full of
rattling machine guns and automatic rifles, exploding hand gre-
nades, yelling people and scared neighing horses, fire and smoke
of burning vehicles, people running randomly, blood covering the
bodies of the dead and the wounded. The Germans tried to fire
their machine guns from the armored carrier, but it was the first to
be shot and burned in the shower of bullets and hand grenades. The
burning vehicle blocked the road and all the firepower of the ma-
chine guns turned onto the gendarme pickups. Those who jumped
off the trucks were shot with automatic rifle bursts with no mercy to
the fleeing or wounded. Sanka Nisanilevich was methodically fin-
ishing the still breathing fascists pointblank from his rifle: “Here is
for my family, for my dad, for my mom, for my brothers and sisters”.

Moshe was overwhelmed with vindictive joy. Former helpless
ghetto prisoners were beating celebrated Hitler’s troops. He want-
ed to kill at least one German soldier or Lithuanian policeman with
his own hands. The rage brewed inside him, as if his parents and
brothers, tortured by the Nazis, called for vengeance. The surviving
driver of one of the trucks suddenly jumped out of the cab and tried
to run to the woods. Moshe aimed and shot at him. The driver fell.
Later they found out that several partisans had shot at the fleeing
driver and nobody knew for sure whose bullet had hit him.

The operation went brilliantly. The German convoy was de-
stroyed; dozens of the fascists dead, no partisan casualties, lots
of uniforms, firearms and ammunition, supplies, carts and horses
were seized. The partisans let the cart drivers who did not escape
go with a note of temporary removal of their carts and horses. It
must be those coachmen that started in villages and homesteads
the legend of a “division of Lithuanian partisans” that destroyed
“thousands of German soldiers and officers”.

They took a detour back to the camp, riding the confiscated hors-
es and in carts, carrying the precious supply load. Moshe was sitting
on top of the sacks with a Lithuanian partisan, and Sanka drove. Ev-
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erybody was quiet for a long time reliving what had just happened.
After the tiresome waiting for the enemy, after the shock of a swift
fight, after the excitement of victory there came heavy exhaustion.
Sanka talked first:

“War is cruel, but this fight is different. It was not cruelty, it was
cleansing. I felt I could finally pay the Nazis back for my family’s
murder.”

“I see,” interrupted the Lithuanian. “All you want to do is moan
and groan like wild animals to cover your secret hatred. All of
you Yids are murderers seeking revenge. The German driver was
wounded and not dangerous. Why did you shoot him? My Christian
faith is based on love for every creature that Jesus gave life to.”

“Lies!” Moshe cut him short. “Our Hebrew Bible teaches justice.
The German soldier is our enemy. I don’t know how much blood
was on his hands, but he was part of the system that is trying to
exterminate my people and destroy the whole world.”

“Look, this is war.” Sanka tried to cool down the argument. “We
have no choice. Either we kill the enemy or the enemy kills us.”

The Lithuanian snorted angrily, jumped off the cart and joined
his team. Moshe and Sanka fell silent. Such an end to cooperation
made them sad. Finally Sanka said:

“This guy really doesn’t care about the Jews or even who wins
the war. He ran to the woods to dodge German draft.”

“He sensed that the Germans were losing,” Moshe added. “And
he’s trying to be good for the Soviets that are coming back.”

Moshe and Sanka felt uncomfortable after the chat with their
Lithuanian companion. They had met unfriendly Polish and Lith-
uanians even before the war, but mean words from a teammate
alongside whom they had just fought the common enemy, the fas-
cist, hurt deeper. Some things didn’t change, Moshe thought, like
anti-Semitism. Germans were killing Jews, but Lithuanians chose
to feel for the killers. Somehow it fit their faith better.

It got dark early in the forest and the sun never broke the clouds
that day. In the dusk Moshe thought of sad things. The long-gone
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happy childhood in his parents’ home faded behind the terror of his
miserable youth. What had he seen in his best young years? Humil-
iation, bloody pogroms and murder of his family, life in the ghetto
worse than the life of cattle before slaughter. Orphaned youth with
no place to call home, no relatives, living in filthy attics, dugouts
and barracks, in this gloomy forest that sometimes showed him the
faces of his mom, dad and brothers as he had last seen them.

* % %

Moshe did not know what was in store for him in the depths
of the Rudniki forest. He did not know that only two months later
Wehrmacht High Command would place tens of thousands troops
and tanks along the road where the former Gestapo prisoners de-
stroyed the German convoy; that two German armies of Group Cen-
ter would set the last defense line against the Red Army marching
to East Prussia here, on the way from Vilnius to Lida; that all hell
would break loose when two gigantic armored armies clashed in
battle.

Moshe Okuniew had little chance of survival, and yet he lived.

WARSAW SUBURB OF OKUNIEW
XVI-XX CENTURIES

To paint the full picture we should begin this story with the ori-
gin of the name Okuney, or at least the Jewish variant of it.

On the outskirts of Warsaw about 16 miles from its center, where
the rivers Dluga and Zonza meet, up to this day stands a little village
by the name of Okuniew (Photo 2). It has a small market, a beauti-
ful St. Stanislaw church, the ruins of the Lubenski family mansion
and the remnants of their park, an old abandoned Jewish cemetery,
a famous stud farm and the Fellowship of Knight Okun building.

The village of Okuniew grew here in the first half of the XVI
century and was named after the knight Stanislaw Okun, who re-
ceived the ownership of the nearby lands on the trade route from
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Warsaw to Russia and the right to hold markets and fairs from King
Sigismund I the Old of Poland himself. In 1634 Andrzej Swiecicki
wrote in his work “Topography, or Description of Mazovia”: “On the
other side of the Wisla the Warsaw land spreads wider and enve-
lopes the little towns of Okuniew and Stanislawow”. This area is
connected to many historic events. In 1656 a Polish national hero
hetman Stefan Czarniecki defeated the Swedes by Okuniew, and in
1703 King Carl XII of Sweden resided in Okuniew. At the time of
the November Uprising of 1830 the Polish rebels fought the Russian
military between Okuniew and Old Milosna, right before the battle
of Olszynka Grochowska. Fired at by the Russian army, Okuniew
burned down on February 18, 1831. The well-known Battle by Oku-
niew, in which one of the Polish national liberty movement leaders
Piotr Wysocki fought, took place the same year.

In the times of Commonwealth of Poland the Okuniew estate
was owned by the Okuniews, the Powsinows, the Chyolkows, the
Radziminskis, the Okenckis, the Grzybowskis, the Clickis and the
Lubenskis. In 1795, after the Polish state fell as a result of the Third
Division of Poland Okuniew became part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and a border town. During the Napoleon wars Russia an-
nexed Warsaw and the surrounding area, including Okuniew. After
the Warsaw-Brest railroad had been built and detoured the town,
Okuniew started to decline, and in 1869 Emperor Alexander II
stripped it of the status of town. In the early XX century Okuniew
ran a horse-pulled tram to the railroad station in Milosna. This tram
operated until WWI, when the retreating Russian troops disman-
tled the two-mile track and got rid of the rails. The Russian rule
ended in 1915 and Okuniew found itself occupied by the Germans
that lasted until the end of WWI. In 1920 during the Polish-Soviet
war the front lines cut through Okuniew. In the following years, on
the bumpy road through history of the XX century, the village of
Okuniew suffered every misery and trouble that befell the distress-
ful Polish land. Those events do not need further comment.

Jews came to Okuniew in XVIII century. The first synagogue was
built here at the same time. According to historical evidence the
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village of Okuniew “belonged to the lands where Jews could reside
with no oppression”. In the middle of XIX century the village had a
population of 532, including 105 Jews; and according to the 1897
census 287 out of its 1119 residents were Jewish. At the time of
1921 census about 500 Jews lived in Okuniew and a lot of Jew-
ish social, religious and cultural organizations operated here. After
1930 a large number of Jews emigrated and the Qahal was moved
to Rembertowo. In September of 1939 Okuniew was occupied by
German troops and in April of 1940 Germans deported the Oku-
niew Jews to Warsaw ghetto. Nearly all of them died. There are no
Jews in Okuniew at present and the only reminder of them here
is a small Jewish cemetery with a dozen tombstones. In 1988 the
Nissenbaum Family Foundation renovated the cemetery and put a
fence around it. But since then the cemetery has been slowly re-
claimed by woods.

Let us go back to our story. In the early XIX century after the three
divisions of Poland and the end of the Napoleon wars the Okuniew
Jews learned that they now were the subjects of the Russian empire
with the right to reside inside the Pale of Settlement in Lithuania,
Poland Belarus and part of Ukraine. The break-up of the Common-
wealth of Poland, the administrative chaos and the collapse of econ-
omy in the former Polish-Lithuanian lands pushed Jews to migrate
east. That was then, in the first quarter of the XIX century, that my
great-great-grandfather whose name I do not know left Okuniew
for good and went searching for a better life far east in Belarus, in
the Vitebsk Governorate, closer to the eastern border of the Pale of
Settlement, closer to the border of Russia, and settled in the town
of Velizh on the banks of the mighty Western Dvina.

Last names for Jews were introduced in Russia in the early XIX
century. “The regulation of the Jewish Affairs” of 1804 under the
reign of Alexander I stated that “every Jew must have or accept his
known family name or nickname, which must be henceforth kept
without change in every document and record with the addition
of the first name given according to one’s faith or at birth.” Having
settled in Velizh our distant ancestor faced the need of picking a
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name for himself and the rest of the family. His relatives and he still
remembered their old homeland well and so without a doubt chose
the name Okunev, after the village in Poland where they came from.
The next generation of the Okunevs bore this last name officially
and it was kept in every “document and record without change”.

VELIZH-VITEBSK, XIX-XX CENTURY

To further move towards the opening of our story let me give a
very short account of the history of the Okunev family that settled
in Velizh in the first quarter of the XIX century.

A Velizh ritual butcher (shochet) Movshe Okunev, the son of the
first bearer of this name from the Polish village of Okuniew and the
founder of the whole modern Okunev clan, was born in the middle
of the XIX century in Velizh and died there in 1914. Nowadays the
town of Velizh that is situated about 56 miles northeast of Vitebsk
on the bank of the Western Dvina is a part of the Smolensk Gover-
norate of Russia. At the time when Movshe Okunev’s father, whose
name we will never know, settled in Velizh, the town was the center
of the Velizh uezd of the Vitebsk Governorate of the Russian Em-
pire. About 300 Jews lived there, among them 10 merchants, and
by the time of Movshe’s birth there were over 3000 Jews in the area.
According to the 1861 census 2105 Jews lived in Velizh making up
40% of the town’s population.

I do not have much left to say about Movshe Okunev and his
family, because I know little. He was a respected man in Velizh and
around it. The trade of ritual butcher (shochet) was considered in-
herited and very honorable. The shochet had to study Talmud and
Shulchan Aruch to know every detail of shechita and kashrut* and
pass the test given by the strict rabbis in Lubavichi. Movshe had to

* Shechita is the ritual slaughter of mammals and birds for food according to
Jewish dietary laws.

Kashrut is the set of Jewish dietary laws or, in the wider sense, the set of
religious rules for righteous life.
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OcHoBoli 3TOM UCTOPUM BN
eTcs NOASIMHHOE 4YYAOo — He-
BeposTHoe  o6HapyxeHue,
kasanoce 6bl, HaBceraa wuc-
YesHyBLUEA CEMENHOW BETBU
6naropaps ofHOM KHWXHOWM
ny6nukaumm...

The core of this story is a true
miracle, the incredible dis-
covery of a seemingly lost
family branch, the discovery
that was made with the help
of a certain book...

«MHorouncneHHble MOMbITKM MX YHUYTOXMTb OXBATHLIBAIM COAMbINA [SIMHHBINA
nepuoa venosedeckol uctopumu. Ernnetckme papaons, accupusickme Lapm,
PMMCKME MMNEPATOPLI, OEPXMMbIE KPECTOHOCLbI, FOTCKME KHSI3bsl M CBSATbIE
MHKBU3NUTOPBI — OHU MPUITOXUIM BCE CBOM CMIbI AJ1S1 JOCTMXEHMS 3TOH, Ka3a-
nocb 6bl, NPOCTOH Lenu. MarHanme, nneHexue, rpabexu, M30LPEHHBIE MbITKM
M MaccoBble yGUACTBA, CMCTEMA YHM3UTENbHBIX OObIYAEB M 3AKOHOB — BCE
5TO MOIIIO MOJOPBATH Syly N0HOro APYroro HAPOAQ, HO OKA3ANOCH COBEP-
LIEHHO HAMPACHBIM B OTHOLIEHUM EBPEEB>.

JNopa BbukoHcunbp,
npembep-mMuHucTp Benukobputarmm

“The attempt fo extirpate them has been made... on the largest scale; the most
considerable means... have been pertinaciously applied to this object for the
longest period of recorded time. Egyptian Pharaohs, Assyrian kings, Roman
emperors, Scandinavian crusaders, Gothic princes, and holy inquisitors have
alike devoted their energies to the fulfillment of this common purpose. Expatri-
ation, exile, captivity, confiscation, torture on the most ingenious, and massa-
cre on the most extensive scale, with a curious system of degrading customs
and debasing laws which would have broken the heart of any other people,
have been tried, and in vain.”

Lord Beaconsfield,
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
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